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The broad use of the term “weapons of mass 
destruction” (WMD) to include chemical, 
biological, and nuclear weapons is mislead-

ing.1 While protection against chemical and biolog-
ical weapons is possible for military forces on the 
battlefield and amongst prepared civilians, no such 
protection exists against nuclear weapons. Given 
their power, delivery method, heat radiation, and 
radioactivity, nuclear weapons are indiscriminate 
in their destructiveness.2  

The United States and Britain maintain policies of 
nuclear first-strike and a stated willingness to use 
nuclear weapons against states that do not have 
them.3 The US, which became the only state ever 
to use nuclear weapons when it dropped atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, recent-
ly loosened safeguards in its nuclear strike policy.4

IRAQ AND WMD 

“The IAEA expects to be able, within the next few 
months…to provide credible assurance that Iraq has 
no nuclear weapons programme.”5

Iraq developed a WMD program with the help of 
over 150 American, British, Russian, French and 
German corporations, and with the knowledge 

and military aid of the US government.7 Both Iran 
and Iraq deployed chemical weapons during the 
Iran-Iraq War, with Iraq using mustard gas and 
tabun against Iranian troops on 9 separate occa-
sions between August 1983 and October 1987.8

In March 1988, Iraq used mustard gas against 
Iranian soldiers, and Iraqi-Kurdish insurgents and 
civilians in the village of Halabja.9 While mustard 
gas was implicated in the deaths of hundreds, 
and likely thousands of Kurds,10 the Reagan 
Administration blamed Iran for the attack on 
civilians in Halabja, and only acknowledged Iraq’s 
involvement under pressure from human rights 
activists.11

FIRST ROUND OF INSPECTIONS

“UNSCOM is the most intrusive verification regime 
ever devised...”12

The 1991 Persian Gulf War ended with Iraq’s 
acceptance of UNSC Resolution 687, requiring it 
to implement a disarmament program monitored 
by the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
before a crippling system of economic sanctions 
imposed on the country could be lifted.13 The reso-
lution called for Iraq to unconditionally destroy 
and to never use, develop, construct, or acquire 
non-conventional weapons or ballistic missiles 
with a range greater than 150 km. 

Over the next seven years, UNSCOM conducted 
hundreds of inspections, destroying the majority 
of Iraq’s thousands of tons of weapons, as well as 
much of the infrastructure used to develop and 
produce them.14 In 1998, UNSCOM began inspect-
ing Iraqi presidential sites and government defense 
and security buildings, leading to a series of con-
frontations between the US and Iraq. While the US 
claimed that Iraq was hiding proscribed weapons, 
Iraq claimed that the US was using the inspections 
for espionage.15 Iraqi allegations were later proven 
true: as early as 1995 US intelligence had infiltrat-
ed UNSCOM and used the inspection process as a 
cover for spying on the Iraqi government.16

On December 16, 1998, the UN withdrew its 
inspectors in advance of an unauthorized three-
day bombing campaign by the US over claims of 
Iraqi noncompliance. 17 When Iraq refused to let 
inspectors return18 the US pressured the Security 
Council to pass Resolution 1284,19 which declared 
the Council’s intention to “suspend” sanctions 
if Iraq complied with weapons inspectors, rather 
than its previously stated obligation to lift them. 
A few months later, a Security Council panel con-
cluded that as of March 1998, “the bulk of Iraq’s 
proscribed weapons programs [had] been elimi-
nated,”20 although “important elements still [had] 
to be resolved.” Contradicting UN resolutions, US 
policy makers have consistently stated that sanc-
tions will not be lifted as long as Hussein remains 
in power.21
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“Among the people instrumental in tilting U.S. policy toward 
Baghdad during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq War was Donald H. 
Rumsfeld, whose December 1983 meeting with Hussein as a 
special presidential envoy paved the way for normalization of 
U.S.-Iraqi relations.”6

Source: National Resources Defense Council, Nuclear Notebook: 
Global Nuclear Stockpiles, 1945-2002 (12-02-02)
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SECOND ROUND OF INSPECTIONS

“Sanctions and the pressure of sanctions are part of 
a strategy of regime change…”22

Iraqi and UN officials met three times in 2002 to 
negotiate the return of weapons inspectors. Each 
attempt was overshadowed by US accusations of 
violations or plans for invasion. When Iraq agreed 
to a new round of inspections, Richard Perle, a 
key Bush advisor, stated that the US would attack 
even if inspectors found Iraq to be in compliance 
with UN resolutions.26 Bush Administration tactics 
prompted Hans Blix, head of UNMOVIC (the 
successor to UNSCOM) to publicly condemn US 
behavior.27 

On January 27, 2003, Blix and Mohamed 
ElBaradei, head of the IAEA, briefed the Security 
Council on the results of more than 350 prelimi-
nary inspections. While stating that “Iraq appears 
not to have come to genuine acceptance…of 
disarmament that was demanded of it,”33 Blix 
challenged assertions that time was running out 

for disarming Iraq through peaceful means and 
disputed Bush Administration claims that Iraq was 
hiding and moving illicit materials, was preventing 
scientists from being interviewed, or had links to 
Al Qaeda.34 ElBaradei stated that the IAEA had “to 
date found no evidence that Iraq has revived its 
nuclear weapons programme since the elimination 
of the programme in the 1990s.”35

CURRENT IRAQI
WMD CAPABILITIES

President Bush’s repeated claim that the threat from 
Iraq is growing makes little sense…and these state-
ments should be viewed as transparent attempts to 
scare Americans into supporting a war.36

Nuclear: In 1995, UNSCOM reported that Iraq’s 
nuclear development infrastructure had been 
successfully destroyed, that Iraq would be unable 
to fund a new program, and that if somehow 
managed to do so, any such program would be 
easily detected.37 The IAEA is confident that Iraq 
does not possess fissile material, which is extremely 
difficult to acquire and an essential component 
of any nuclear weapon. Iraq is a state party to the 
Treaty on Nuclear Nonproliferation (NPT).

Biological: Iraq has not fully accounted for 
biological weapons research and development 
programs in the 1980s. Yet the ability to stabilize 
biological agents requires an advanced research 
and industrial infrastructure that Iraq currently 
does not possess. It is unlikely that any biological 
weapons (as opposed to stock material) Iraq may 
have produced in the 1980s would remain viable 
to this day.38 Iraq has ratified the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC).

Chemical: Although Iraq has not fully document-
ed its claims that it destroyed previously existing 
chemical weapons, most chemical agents would 
have degraded by now. UNSCOM has noted that 
“taking into consideration the conditions and the 
quality of CW-agents and munitions produced by 
Iraq at that time, there is no possibility of weapons 
remaining from the mid-1980’s.”39 Iraq has not 
signed the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).

ALTERNATIVES TO WAR

“We still have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence 
or violent coannihilation.”40

Bush insists that war is the only way to ensure that 
Iraq does not threaten the US. Yet war threatens 
to bankrupt the economy,41 further destabilize the 
Middle East, instigate more terrorist attacks,42 and 
kill and injure civilians.43 

There are peaceful solutions, which include:

•  The “establishment in the Middle East of a 
zone free of [non-conventional weapons]” as 
called for in SCR 687.44 The UN should sponsor 
a regional conference aimed at eliminating non-
conventional weapons from the entire region.45

•  The creation of a viable, long-term inspections 
and monitoring system for Iraq with realistic 
demands.46 Contrary to US claims, it is not pos-
sible to build a nuclear bomb, weaponize bio-
logical agents, or mass-produce stable chemical 
weaponry in a basement or mobile laboratory.

•  International efforts to rid the world of weap-
ons of mass destruction through the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, Chemical Weapons 
Convention, and the creation of an enforce-
ment mechanism for the Biological Weapons 
Convention.

•  The cessation of US arms sales to the region. 
The US is the world’s leading arms merchant 
and since 1991 has sold over $60 billion worth 
of weapons to the Middle East alone.47
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Iraq and Links to Terrorism

“Osama bin Laden wants to lead the Muslim 
world, Saddam Hussein wants to lead the Arab 
world.”28 

US intelligence experts dismiss a connection 
between Iraq and al-Qaeda, pointing out 
that Iraq, as a secular, “socialist” regime, is 
anathema to bin Laden.29 During the Gulf 
War, bin Laden even offered to lead a “jihad” 
against Hussein.30 The Bush Administration’s 
attempts to tie Iraqi intelligence with the 
September 11 attacks on the World Trade 
Center and highjacker Mohammed Atta have 
also failed.31 Not only is there no evidence 
of such links, but Hussein is unlikely to forge 
ties with any terrorist groups simply because 
such a move would threaten his own survival, 
which is seemingly his primary concern.32
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